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PLAN  NO.  5991 

FOR   50  to  250  HEAD 


A  series  of  plans  may  be  obtained  to  suggest  con- 
struction of  corrals  for  handling  a  cow-calf  operation 
for  herds  of  50  to  3,000  cows. 

Plan  No.  5991,  illustrated  on  this  page,  is  arranged 
to  accommodate  about  50  head.  However,  as  with 
the  other  corrals,  capacity  may  be  increased  by  the  use 
of  additional  pens  or  holding  pastures.  The  holding 
and  crowding  pens  are  arranged  to  facilitate  the  move- 
ment of  cattle  through  the  working  chute  from  which 
they  may  be  either  cut  into  the  holding  pen  or  directed 
to  the  loading  ramp,  the  holding  chute,  or  a  portable 
scale. 

The  three  corrals  each  have  a  scale  for  weighing  the 
cattle — an  important  part  of  performance  testing. 
Performance  testing  is  a  management  procedure  that 
can  improve  beef  breeding  and  result  in  high-gain  per- 
formance under  local  climatic  and  feed  conditions.  In 
all  corrals,  strength  is  necessary.  Heavy,  permanent 
construction  should  be  used  throughout.  Wooden 
fence  posts  should  be  pressure  treated  with  preserva- 
tive, 5  to  6  inches  in  diameter,  and  set  at  least  3  feet 
deep  and  not  more  than  8  feet  apart.  Gate  posts 
should  be  6  to  8  inches  in  diameter  and  generally  set 
at  least  4  feet  deep  or  in  18-inch  diameter  holes  filled 
with  concrete.  Special  attention  should  be  given  the 
post  supporting  a  crowding  gate.  In  loose  soils  this 
post  can   be  braced  with   overhead  ties  to  other  posts, 
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as  indicated  in  the  sketch.  Gates  should  be  hung  on 
heavy-duty  hook  bolts  and  strap  hangers,  not  on 
hinges. 

Fences  and  gates  should  be  at  least  5V2  feet  high. 
Four  types  of  fences  are  used:  open  wire,  stretched 
cable,  slatted  wood,  and  solid  wood.  When  cattle  first 
enter  the  corral  from  the  range,  it  is  easier  to  drive  and 
hold  them  if  the  fence  is  wire  or  cable.  This  type  of 
fencing  is  especially  desirable  in  hot  climates  as  it  does 
not  interfere  with  air  movement.  The  slatted  wood 
fence  is  satisfactory  for  portions  of  the  corral  where 
crowding  is  moderate,  but  solid  fences  are  preferred 
when  the  cattle  are  moved  into  crowding  pens,  work- 
ing chutes,  or  loading  ramps  as  the  cattle  are  easier  to 
handle  and  attempts  to  escape  are  discouraged. 
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A  corral  should  be  located  on  a  well-drained  site.  If 
drainage  is  inadequate,  at  least  the  heavily  trampled 
parts,  such  as  the  crowding  pen,  working  chute,  and 
approaches  to  the  loading  chute  and  scale,  will  need 
to  be  paved.  Gravel  fill  worked  and  tamped  into  the 
topsoil  may  be  adequate  paving  for  less  heavily  used 
areas  of  the  corral.  In  any  event,  a  gravel  fill  will  im- 
prove the  pavement  if  one  has  to  be  installed  later. 
The  top  of  a  ridge  that  sheds  water  to  each  side  is  a 
good  location  for  a  corral.  The  working  chute  should 
run  in  a  north-south  direction  to  minimize  the  effect  of 
sunglare  in  handling  cattle.  In  warmer  months,  when 
the  corral  is  used  most,  cattle  should  be  handled  in 
either  the  early  morning  or  late  afternoon  to  avoid 
overheating  both  men  and  stock. 


PLAN  NO.  5974 
FOR  250  TO  1200  HEAD 


Plan  No.  5974,  shown  above,  is  intended  for  a  herd 
of  about  250  head  but  capacity  may  be  increased  to 
1,200.  The  working  drawing  shows  the  arrangement 
only  and  does  not  include  details  of  construction. 


PLAN  NO.  5952 
FOR  600  TO  3000  HEAD 


Plan  No.  5952,  shown  above,  is  intended  for  large 
operations  of  600  to  3.000  head.  This  plan  for  a 
range  corral  features  a  six-way  sorting  trap  as  the  heart 
of  orderly  handling  for  any  of  the  needed  management 
operations.  This  corral  has  the  same  essential  facili- 
ties a>  the  smaller  corrals,  hut  all  parts  are  built  on  a 
ranch-proven  scale  that  has  saved  time,  labor,  and  heel. 
The  working  drawings  include  details  of  construction, 
and  it  will  pay  to  build  to  the  strength  specified.  Ks- 
sential  elements  of  this  plan  may  also  be  obtained  as 
separate  working  drawings  if  desired: 

Gates  and  Fences,  Plan  No.  5961 .  /  sheet 
Loading  Ramp  and  Sorting    Trap.  Plan   No.   .1960.    I 
sheet 


Cutting  Gate.  Toner  and  Chute,  Plan  No.  5959,  1  sheet 

Complete  working  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  the 
extension  agricultural  engineer  at  most  State  universities. 
There  may  be  a  small  charge  to  rover  the  cost  of  printing  and 
mailing. 

If  you  do  not  know  who  to  contact  in  your  State,  send  yoar 
request  to:  Agricultural  Engineer,  federal  Extension  Serv- 
ice. U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  Washington,  D.C. 
20250.  Your  request  will  be  forwarded  to  the  correct 
university. 

For    herds    of: 

50  to  250  head,  order  Plan  So.  5<)<>  I    (2  sheets) 
250  to   1.200   head,  order  Plan    \o.  5<>7 1   (I   sheet) 
600  to  3,000  head,  order  Plan  N<>.  5<>52  (I  sheets) 

Please  use  your  postal  zip  code  when  you  order  drawings. 


